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RIOT Atlanta Produces Radio-Mercury Winner
Portfolio Center Captures Student Award for 2nd Time
ATLANTA—For the second straight year, a radio spot created by students from Portfolio Center and produced at RIOT Atlanta was named Student Winner at the Radio-Mercury Awards, the country’s top competition for radio creative. 
Portfolio Center students Zach McDonald and Elizabeth Perlman took home a Radio-Mercury Award trophy and a check for $2500 for a spot called Worried promoting Roget’s Thesaurus. McDonald and Perlman entered the competition as part of their course work for instructor Bob Barrineau’s Advanced Radio class at Portfolio Center. RIOT Atlanta’s John Bailey engineered the recording session. Voice talent for the spot was Barry Stolt. 
RIOT Atlanta has an on-going relationship with Portfolio Center and has produced the school’s Radio-Mercury Awards entries for several years, including last year’s Student Winner, a spot for Google. The facility helps the student’s ensure that their submissions adhere to the highest professional standards while giving them the experience of working in a world-class recording studio.

“I applaud RIOT for their support of Portfolio Center,” said Barrineau. “They always make time for us and give our students an invaluable opportunity to experience the radio production process, from casting through recording and post production.”

In Worried, a silver-voiced announcer advises anxious listeners that they might gain relief by expressing their concerns in a stem-winder of a sentence containing 56 synonyms for the word “worry.” It was one of a half-dozen submissions made by Barrineau’s students to this year Radio-Mercury Awards competition. “Radio is the hardest medium to write for,” Barrineau observed. “But when you get a great idea, a great script and great production, you can do tremendous radio.”

The tongue-twisting copy made for a challenging recording session. “We had to work very hard to get the narration to fit the time while maintaining an even flow,” said Bailey. “We worked with Bob, Barry and the students to tighten the copy and used just a bit of time-compression.” RIOT also supplied the music for the spot. 
RIOT Atlanta is located in the Buckhead section of Atlanta. For information, contact Debbie Maddox at dmaddox@riotatlanta.com or by phone at 404-237-9977.

RIOT also has offices at 702/730 Arizona Ave., Santa Monica, CA 90401 and at 545 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10017. In Los Angeles, contact Matthew McManus or Michael Taylor at (310) 434-6000. In New York, contact Connie Griffin or Luis Ribeiro at (212) 907-1200. 
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